
To: Board Members 
From: Jason Searle 
Date: November 19, 2018 
RE: November Board Report 
 

● Mrs. Shackelford’s Business students had an amazing day on November 13th at the 
Junior Achievement Stock Market Challenge at the Innovation Campus at UNL! The six 
teams all finished in the top 50% with the team of Joanie Schultz, Safi, and Ana finishing 
10th and the team of Luke Searle, Noah Shackelford, and Sam Rempe placing 5th. Mrs. 
Shackelford is SO proud of the students for working hard, having fun, and learning about 
the stock market and investing by fully participating in a live simulation! 
 

● Mr. Pernicek is very thankful for having had the opportunity to work with the 
talented young people and quality individuals that represented Sandy Creek as part 
of the Freshman Quiz Bowl Teams. On Wednesday, November 14th a group of 
Freshman traveled to The Nebraska National Guard Museum in Seward to 
participate in a Quiz Bowl Tournament. The morning consisted of a Round Robin 
competition where each team competed three times. The morning results were 
used to seed the teams for an eight-team bracket single elimination tournament in 
the afternoon. 
In the morning the team of Josh Shaw, Hayden Shuck, Megan Slechta, and Jaylin 
Sutton faced Kearney Catholic, overcoming a 50 point deficit to lead the contest at 
one time before losing 55 to 100. In their second match SC defeated Shelby-Rising 
City 115 to 35. In the third match SC was defeated by Howells-Dodge 25 to 115. 
The team ended up seeded 5th in the afternoon tournament and earned the right to 
play – Sandy Creek. 
The team of Claire Galaway, Jenna Heinz, Jacob Hagemeier, and Jake Shuck faced 
Central City – ending the contest in a 65 to 65 tie before losing the match on the 3 rd 
sudden death tie breaker question. In the second match SC defeated Fillmore 
Central 130 to 15. The third match found SC facing York B, a match SC lost 55 to 
170. The team was seeded 4th and was matched against the other SC team in the 
first round of the afternoon tournament. 
In the afternoon tournament Sandy Creek defeated Sandy Creek by a score of 70 to 
40, with the team of Claire, Jenna, Jacob, and Jake being victorious. This team went 
on to face York B (the number 1 seed) in a rematch. This match was much closer; SC 
was defeated 75 to 90 (one toss up question and one bonus question). A consolation 
match was held between SC and Kearney Catholic to determine 3 rd place. SC faced 
some adversity in this match. SC led much of the match before Kearney Catholic 
mounted a comeback. A malfunctioning buzzer prevented an SC player from being 
recognized for an attempt to answer several questions. The match ended tied 70 to 
70. SC lost on the tiebreaker question ending the match 70 to 80. The loss was 
heartbreaking, but the team members handled it with grace and dignity. UNL has a 
new advertising slogan “In our grit, our glory.” This slogan certainly applied to the 



efforts of the Sandy Creek teams throughout the day and especially during the last 
match. Final results: 1st – York B, 2nd – Central City, 3rd – Kearney Catholic, 4th Sandy 
Creek. 
EVERY team member contributed to the success of their team by answering 
questions correctly during the competition. At some point during the match, Sandy 
Creek led in EVERY match they played. The Sandy Creek community was 
represented extremely well by their young people in this tournament. 
 

● Sandy Creek wins Jeopardy at County Government Day. The entire senior class 
participated in this event. Troopers Gabe Skalka and Charles Cook gave a presentation 
to from Harvard, Sutton and Sandy Creek on their duties with the Nebraska State Patrol. 
Sutton and Sandy Creek participated in mock trials at the end of the day. Students, 
instructors, and county officials were fed at the Clay County Legion by the Clay County 
Legion Auxiliary ladies. 
 

● Last Wednesday November 7th, several FFA members traveled to Kearney for the Fall 
Career Development Events (CDE’s).  We had students compete in Livestock Judging, 
Poultry Judging, and Agriculture Communications.  All three teams worked and practiced 
hard and performed extremely well. 
  
For Livestock Judging, Chase DeVries earned 1st place individually in the Senior Division 
out of 93 competitors and Josh Shaw placed 10th place individually in the Junior Division 
out of 155 competitors.  Josh Shaw, Jake Shuck, Brayton Jarosik, and Noah Shackelford 
earned 6th place as a team in the Junior Division.  Livestock Judging is an extremely 
competitive event and this was a lot of our members first time ever competing in it.  They 
learned a lot and did extremely well for it being their first time competing as FFA 
members. 
  
The Poultry Judging team consisted of Rami Hinrichs, Kristen Rohrer, Jaekob Spitz, and 
Connor Crumbliss.  The team received 4th place and was only one point away from 
qualifying for state (the second and third place team had tied, and was broken with a 
tie-breaker).  This was the first year poultry judging was offered as an individual contest. 
Students strengthened their previous knowledge about the poultry industry and had to 
identify certain meat cuts and present reasons justifying their placing of live birds. 
Students also had to do interior egg grading and identify any defects present in or on the 
egg. 
  
The Agriculture Communications team was made up of four Freshmen members. They 
were Brynn Claycamp, Caitlin Rempe, Hayden Shuck, and John Brodrick.  The team 
listened to a press conference together about the work Pheasants Forever does. After 
the press conference, the team split up and each completed an individual practicum to 
make up an effective media plan promoting the Pheasants Forever Organization. 
Hayden Shuck created an elegant and informative website for the organization. John 



Brodrick created a sixty-second promotional commercial showcasing all the good that 
Pheasants Forever does for the environment and communities.  Brynn Claycamp wrote 
a Letter to the Editor piece, which detailed her opinion about the organization.  Caitlin 
Rempe wrote a feature story, which is a factual article that describes everything 
discussed at the press conference.  Sandy Creek has had success in this contest in the 
past.  This is also an extremely competitive event where teams usually work together for 
several years.  Our team tied for 4th place, which is phenomenal considering how young 
our team is. We are excited to see how this team will compete in future years as they 
grow and develop their skills. 
 

● On November 9th we held our annual Veterans Day Program with the guest speaker 
being L Wayne Johnson speaking. Girls state representatives Grace Messenger, Atley 
VanEmmerick, and Rami Hinrichs shared their experience they had this past summer. 
Performances were done by After Hours, Middle School, Elementary Students and the 
Middle School Band. 
 

● One Act had a public performance held at the Middle School the evening of November 
9th which was well attended. Conference One Act was on November 13th at Centennial 
and districts will be held on November 28th. 
 

● Junior High Girls Basketball and Wrestling have been in a couple weeks of competition. 
The High School winter sport seasons have officially begun practice this past Monday. 
This year each high school sport is having their banquet. November 15th the Football 
Team is holding their banquet at the Opera House. Tonight is the Volleyball Teams 
banquet that will be a potluck held at the school.  
 
 
 


